5y @oLo 3l 5 lid Gloxo joiwd T 4l (b (SaSms o)y 9 (B %0

R EIRNVSPIVRE PR

'd/):’/‘d/)\‘.”;. ‘u'/)f."; olLiiils ‘G“’J@ ;’;é,;..)/j QL.’)' oj)f

YOA-YA- ua.a‘\“f @)Q@Q)Lui) AR KN PR i o)Lo..f; R JL.:

https://irandoi.ir/doi/10.irandoi.2002/bahareadab.2026.18.8284

(Ble ool Lo

rodS

(55 Golo sl (55005 8,50 bl lars 5l (g nlind e yee | Kloxe H5iwdr 1 Bab g dine)
S Ban b allie ol jo el aiS 7,5 1) 51 ol ol slalare (Lol b gl a5 canl Sl )i 51 (S
@l 5 6oL GleShy S5l (B (55, p8 (b atd aw o)l ool Sl pluls
ol 08By

2 basels Jldod 5 gy tal 0 solaiul ol guseal oged (Ja> aiud A al [ g
Ailee (Ldow hogs baud s allie 15K 5 Conl a5ens aw anylie slus

(8,5 18 sy 990 o dSuud g S e attud o« She adeud (g laisl (o e b s dses au laasdl
G lese bl )0 (pmagiails e Soldl (S5, s s izl g gyl LS o
L Lol anslie 534S Sgdue oayd LI CulS ognd o 4 baolly cmugi faiio b (cwugi fate
Jlgbs o Gislgs 5 oy (dasay e adend Ll sl g Ko a5eas 10 day g 35 0 dded ,0 LSS
e o3y JolS S el s balose (S 208 (SBgal 8 5 e (SOl e ated 53 cleins
s Ho haad wiload aiisl U O jge a4 s dw o 0 Slal W)l |y 78 S cpie 35 e aseus
5o Ll wlos 7 aseiie 50,8 cadle b 1) Lyelpan g wlaiiig 1) Laxe ob 50,8 bt b Lsls Slo g 55,0
dors j5iws 7,8 pogdle 35 el (655005 0,58 oolus 5 S 932 1 S S iz o d5eus
Sl 258 Gl 55 g po a%eas )3 el 03,5 218 b | (6 plies €oaighs el 4y 3 alls
Gyl S Gaate (olgizme [L3le [0 ol sal s sleml jo Ko ases ;o Lol el ases
4 ol Dol)l s mlins (e ;0 dedde lam 08,5 £9,8 (5 mlies Plewl el Slal Hlea b el
) o domo 58 555 5l am g 03,91 1) (ploxe Jlos! (6y90lis 1 Bebo oo i)l ¢ s petle el
el 0015 )13 g0 ) 0ole g 54 3590 53 (it ju bl 5o el 03,8 0

o Ay She a5ud g 30 ad (oS, Glere b ol zemal baseud ) g S Az
5 ol ALyl 59 Slalass J> 5 QLJ w8 B b ) g mlics slaloxe 7,8 (25, )l oz )|
lalllas g 55 aSh iSiee oS lana ;g alles; slolons jgy godsi 5 550 4 s 45 il
2,18 oty oSl Q] Jo (Ss%z 5 ol plers po colis o gloss

LA RV IV REU PR T
VFed 020,98 VF i lo )b
VFeD 120,9,8 YA oMol )6

VE B ols 3 Ve idpdy b

:‘5.\:45 Olods
W o 55 3olo (5 ymlind rw e
Loxe gual ‘6_145

i gtee odiws gl
sihoon@ut.ac.ir 04

ATy B


mailto:sihoon@ut.ac.ir

Journal of the stylistic of Persian poem and prose

(Bahar-e- Adab)

Home page: https://www.bahareadab.com

Introduction and review of manuscripts of the explanation of the Neyshaburi riddle by

Sadegh Rokni

0. Majd, S. Jang*

Department of Persian Language and Literature, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article History:

Received: 28 February 2026
Reviewed: 03 April 2026
Revised: 18 April 2026
Accepted: 31 May 2026

KEYWORDS

Mir Hossein Neyshaburi, Sadegh
Rokni, manuscript, correction,
riddle

*Corresponding Author
P4 sihoon@ut.ac.ir

B (+98)

Dastur-e Mo'amma" (The Rule of Riddles) by Mir Hossein Neyshaburi
is a work by one of the riddle-composers (mo‘amma-sarayan) of the Timurid period. Sadeq Rokni is one
of the commentators who wrote a commentary on this work to facilitate the understanding of his
riddles. This article, with the general aim of identifying the heritage of Persian literature, introduces
three manuscript copies of Rokni's commentary and examines them in terms of their formal
(paleographic) and content-related features.

In editing the three manuscripts, an intermediate (bayna-bayn) method of critical
editing was employed. The examination and analysis of the manuscripts are based on a comparison of
the three copies, and the article is written in a descriptive-analytical manner.

The three manuscripts, designated by the abbreviations Malek, Markaz, and Mar, were
examined. In terms of formal and structural features—script, ink color, textual lacunae, marginalia, the
prose rendering of the riddle verses, and the conjoined or disjoined writing of words due to the scribes'
practices—it was observed that, in comparison, the scribal hand in the Markaz manuscript is good,
followed by the Malek manuscript, whereas the Mar manuscript has poor handwriting and is difficult to
read; the Mar manuscript also contains extensive textual lacunae and omissions in the commentary of
certain riddles.

Regarding textual completeness, the Markaz manuscript contains the complete text of the commentary.
The verses in all three manuscripts are rendered in prose; only in the Markaz and Malek manuscripts did
the scribes write the name of the riddle in red ink and mark the hemistichs with red symbols, whereas
this is not the case in the Mar manuscript. The style of the work belongs to the simple prose style of the
Timurid period.
In addition to commenting on Dastur-e Mo‘amma, Rokni also wrote a commentary on Nishabari's
treatise "The Ninety-Nine Names of God." In the Mar and Markaz manuscripts, this commentary
appears at the beginning of the manuscript, whereas in the Malik manuscript it appears at the end.
In terms of content structure, the work conforms to Neyshaburi's original text: it begins with the same
bara‘at-e estehlal verses as Neyshaburi, followed by an introduction presenting Neyshaburi, his devotion
to Amir Ali Shir Nava'i, and definitions of the riddle (mu‘amma). Following Neyshaburi's work, it presents
the operations of riddle-craft, and after citing each riddle, provides a commentary on the verse. At the
end, a section on loghaz (wordplay/cryptic riddles) and madde-ye tarikh (chronogram) is also included.
Among the edited manuscripts of Rokni's riddle commentary, the Markaz and Malik
manuscripts are preferable to the Mar manuscript. Rokni wrote his commentary on Neyshaburi's riddles
with the aim of facilitating easy understanding and solving of his riddles. His work not only contributes
to a better understanding and explanation of the riddles in "Dastur-e Mo‘amma" but also holds a
distinctive place in the history of riddle studies, in understanding the art of riddle-composition
(mo‘amma-sarayi) and how such riddles are solved.
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