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Criticism of semiotics is one of the systematic
approaches of the second half of the 20th century, which played a role in
explaining the nature and function of literary texts. In The Semiotics of Poetry
(1978), French-American critic Michael Rifater proposed a semiotic framework
for reading poetry that has been widely used. The present article first
introduces Rifater's theoretical approach and then, based on it, reads the poem
"My heart burns for the garden" from the collection of poems "Let's believe in
the beginning of the cold season" by Forough Farrokhzad. The purpose of this
research is to try for a more detailed and deeper reading of the desired poem
based on the framework proposed by Rifater.

The method of carrying out this research is theoretical and of
descriptive-analytical type. In its definition, they said that it is a kind of
fundamental research that uses rational reasoning and analysis methods and is
carried out on the basis of library studies.

After the exploratory reading, the researchers have read the poem
retroactively by using their literary ability. Accumulations with the meaning of
"garden" and "fish pond" showed the dominant thought of the poem. From the
examination of descriptive systems with the cores of "despair" and "loneliness"
and the relationship of these fundamental ideas with accumulations,
conjectural sentences in the form of hypograms were obtained.

Conclusion: The structural matrix of the poem, which includes
the special characteristics of the society in this poem, is as follows: the
destruction and death of the garden; The indifference of different classes of
people towards the fate of the society; The loneliness of the poet in concern
for the society; And the future is hopeless. Finally, the characteristics of
Forough Farrokhzad's society (thirties and forties) in the poem "My heart burns
for the garden" can be listed as follows through semiotic analysis: facing
destruction; engaged in war and enmity; And the indifference and passivity of
the people towards its fate.
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